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Probate Pros

Arthur Neef
Law Library
Director Virginia
C. Thomas was
recently elected as
v i c e -
president/president
elect of the Michi-
gan Association of
Law Libraries
(MichALL). She
will hold the posi-
tion for the 2010-
11 term. 

As vice-presi-
d e n t / p r e s i d e n t
elect, Thomas will
serve as a member

of the MichALL executive board and chair
MichALL's education committee, which is
responsible for planning the organization's
annual meeting programs and other activities
that advance continuing education of Michigan
law librarians. She will become president of
MichALL for a one-year term at the close of
the 2011 annual meeting.

MichALL, a chapter of the American Asso-
ciation of Law Libraries, was formed in 1979
to promote law librarianship, foster a spirit of
cooperation among members of the profession,
and develop and increase the usefulness of law
libraries.

“On behalf of the Law School, I congratu-
late Virginia on her accomplishment,” said
Wayne Law Dean Robert M. Ackerman. “She
has done a remarkable job leading the Arthur
Neef Law Library, providing students and com-
munity members with the best resources avail-
able. Her election to this prestigious post illus-
trates the high regard in which she is held by
the community of law librarians.”

Thomas joined Wayne Law and the Wayne
State University Library System as the Arthur
Neef Law Library director in February 2009. As
director, Thomas is responsible for overseeing
one of the nation's 30 largest legal collections. 

Prior to her current role, she was employed
as Law Library and Information Technology
director at the University of Cincinnati College
of Law, where she also served as an adjunct
law professor. Previously, Thomas held posi-
tions at the University of Miami School of
Law, Loyola University of Chicago School of
Law and the Chicago-Kent College of Law at
the Illinois Institute of Technology.

Thomas received a B.A. in philosophy and
German language and literature from DePaul
University, an M.B.A. and J.D. from the Illinois
Institute of Technology, and an M.A. in library
science from the University of Chicago. She
has taught, lectured and coordinated instruc-
tional support in law and is currently develop-
ing a course in empirical legal research. The
author of numerous publications and presenta-
tions, Thomas is active in professional and
community service activities and organizations.

Law library
head named
president-elect
of association

Virginia C.
Thomas

BY KATHRYNE GILBRIDE

Detroit Legal News

Miller Canfield, Honigman and Dykema
have been named “top f irms” in the legal
research publication Chambers USA: America’s
Leading Lawyers for Business.

Chambers is a referral guide designed to
objectively present the best practitioners in the
main areas of corporate law. 

In Michigan, Chambers & Partners ranked
firms in the following six categories: Real
Estate; Corporate/M&A; Labor and employ-
ment; Litigation: General Commercial;
Employee Benefits & Executive Compensa-
tion; and Banking & Finance.

The qualities on which the attorneys rank-
ings are assessed include technical legal ability,
professional conduct, client service, commer-
cial astuteness, diligence, commitment, and
other qualities valued by clients.

Miller Canfield, recognized nationally as a
leader in Sports Law, was selected a top law
firm in all six practice areas ranked in Michi-
gan. The firm received the highest possible
ranking in Commercial Litigation; Employee
Benef its & Executive Compensation; and
Labor & Employment Law; and was also rec-
ognized for Banking & Finance Law; Real
Estate; and Corporate/M&A work.

Chambers ranked the firm nationally and
recognized 21 of the firm’s attorneys as leading
business lawyers, more than any other Michi-
gan law firm for the sixth year in a row. 

Those named Leading Attorneys by Cham-
bers in 2010 at Miller Canfield include: Grego-
ry L. Curtner, Joseph M. Fazio, Stephen G.
Palms, Orin D. Brustad, Donna J. Donati,
Leonard D. Givens, Jonathan S. Green, Kristin
A. Hermann, David K. Mcleod, Christopher A.
McMican, Megan P. Norris, Clarence L. Pozza,
Jr., Steven A. Roach, Richard J. Seryak, Carl
H. von Ende, Jerome R. Watson, Charles
(Sandy) Mishkind, Thomas W. Cranmer,
Ronald E. Hodess, Ronald H. Riback and
James A. Simpson. 

Detroit law f irm, Honigman Miller
Schwartz and Cohn LLP’s (Honigman),
achieved a number one rating in Chambers,
and have been the only number one ranked
firm in Michigan for the past four years. 

Chambers also rated Honigman’s Employee
Benefits and Labor and Employment practices
among the top three in the state for the fifth
year in a row and Banking and Finance among
the top three in Michigan for the last two years.

Referring to Honigman’s Real Estate prac-
tice, Chambers 2010 states, “This firm retains
its position as the market leader in Michigan,
with a particularly formidable presence in the

retail sector.”
Additionally, the Chair of the Real Estate

Department Lawrence McLaughlin has been
named a “star” by Chambers in the legal prac-
tice for four consecutive years.

Those named Leading Attorneys by Cham-
bers in 2010 at Honigman include: Norman
Ankers, Joseph Aviv, Donald Baty, Richard
Burstein, Gregory DeMars, Herschel Fink,
David Foltyn, Michael Friedman, Raymond
Henney, Donald Kunz, Denise Lewis, Howard
Luckoff, Lawrence McLaughlin, David Parsi-
gian, Todd E. Sable, William Sargent, Gregory
Schermerhorn, Alan S. Schwartz, Robert Weiss
and Richard Zuckerman.

The national firm Dykema along with ten of
its Members have been recognized by Cham-
bers as leading business attorneys in the states
of Michigan and Illinois. Dykema is ranked a
leading firm in Corporate/M&A; Employee
Benefits & Executive Compensation; Labor &
Employment; Litigation: General Commercial;
and Real Estate.

The following Dykema attorneys were
named Leading Attorneys by Chambers in
2010: J. Michael Bernard, James P. Feeney,
Dennis M. Haffey, Patrick F. Hickey, Margaret
Adams Hunter, Michael S. Kurtzon, Aleksan-
dra A. Miziolek, Cameron H. Piggott, Joseph
A. Ritok and Ronald L. Rose. 

Guide names 3 Detroit law practices ‘Top Firms’
Miller Canfield, Honigman and Dykema make the cut

BY JOHN MINNIS

Legal News

Imagine, if you will, a major alternative-energy company
wants to locate within the City of Detroit, promising 6,000 jobs
directly, and thousands more indirectly. 

With 28 percent unemployment and huge budget deficits,
Mayor Dave Bing and the city council are elated. With metro-
area unemployment at 14 percent, Wayne, Oakland and
Macomb County leaders back the plan, as do the governor and
state lawmakers, who themselves are facing a $1 billion budget
deficit.

The company, though, wants the city to provide a 500-acre
site with adequate road and rail access. The site the company
wants is occupied by 6,000 residents, 1,400 homes, 144 busi-
nesses, 16 churches, two schools and a hospital.

Undaunted, the city proceeds under eminent domain to take
the property for the economic “public good.” A handful of resi-
dents, however, don’t want to move, and others distrust the com-
pany’s promises. They sue the city. The case makes it all the way
to the Michigan Supreme Court, where two justices, despite the
economic distress facing the city and state and despite near uni-
versal support of the plan, dissent.

Those courageous justices would be someone like Judge
James L. Ryan, soon to retire from the U.S. Court of Appeals,
Sixth Circuit.

In fact, while on the Michigan Supreme Court, Ryan was one
of only two dissenters in Poletown Neighborhood Council v.
Detroit. The year was 1981 amid the last “great recession” fac-
ing Detroit and Michigan. The company was General Motors,
and the property bordered Hamtramck and was known as “Pole-
town” due to the once concentration of Polish Americans.

In a 5-2 decision, with Justice John W. Fitzgerald joining the
dissent, the state high court upheld the city’s economic taking of
the property and deeding it over to a private company, GM, for
the “public good.” In its per curiam opinion, the court said the
public benefits were “clear and significant” and that the private
benefits to General Motors were “merely incidental.” 

It was a landmark case, and the court seemed to know it was
breaking new ground. “If the public benefit was not so clear and
significant,” the court said, “we would hesitate to sanction
approval of such a project.”

“There were an awful lot of cases,” says Ryan, 77, when
asked about his most memorable cases over the years. “The
Poletown case gained some national attention, and I wrote the
dissenting opinion.”

Fitzgerald submitted his dissent along with the majority’s per
curiam opinion. Ryan took another month to gather his
thoughts.

“Unemployment was very high,” Ryan recalls of the time
three decades ago. “The City of Detroit condemned hundreds of
acres for what was called a public benefit to help resolve high
unemployment. The only problem is that homeowners thought it
was unconstitutional to virtually give the land to General
Motors. The Michigan Constitution says ‘public use’ not ‘bene-
fit.’”

Life went on, the plant was built. But 23 years later, Ryan
was vindicated when the Michigan Supreme Court “vehement-
ly” reversed itself in County of Wayne v. Hathcock.

The 2004 case involved the so-called “Pinnacle Project,” an
“aeropark” near Metro Airport. That project, too, promised to
create thousands of jobs, but the court fell back on Ryan’s “pub-
lic use” argument under the state Constitution.

Ryan’s moral victory was short-lived, however, when the U.S.
Supreme Court upheld an economic-development taking similar
to Poletown in Kelo v. City of New London (2005).

“They came to the wrong decision,” Ryan says of Kelo. “The
Supremes were wrong, but they’re the Supremes.”

JUDGE JAMES L. RYAN

‘Dissenter’ to retire from 6th Circuit Court of Appeals
Judge, 77, served on Michigan Supreme Court from 1975 to 1985

Area attorney elected
president of French
culture organization

Miller Canf ield
principal David M.
Thoms  has been
elected to a one-year
term as president of
the board of directors
of Alliance Français-
es de Grosse Pointe. 

At Miller Can-
f ield, Thoms is a
member of the Per-
sonal Services Group
and co-leader of the
Nonprofit and Chari-
table Organizations
Group.  He concen-
trates his practice in
estate planning and

tax, non-profit organizations, business entity
planning and tax, succession planning, and real
estate.

He received an L.L.M. in taxation from Wayne
State University School of Law, a J.D. from the
University of Detroit-Mercy, a M.U.P. (Masters of
Urban Planning) from Wayne State University,
and a B.A. in History, with distinction, from
Kalamazoo College.  He also attended l’Univer-
sité de Caen, France.

He resides in West Bloomfield.
The Alliance Françaises de Grosse Pointe is an

organization that celebrates French culture,
simultaneously looking to the past and taking an
active role in the present.

Judges Association
seeks nominations for
inaugural award

The Michigan Judges Association is begin-
ning a program to recognize a current or former
circuit and/or Court of Appeals judge(s) who
demonstrates excellence in trial practice, scholar-
ship, and service to the community and profes-
sion. The first annual award will be presented at
the State Court Administrative Office Fall Con-
ference in Lansing. Recipients will be chosen on
the basis of competence in docket management
and managing trials, contributions to the profes-
sion, contributions to legal scholarship, and/or
contributions to the community. 

Nominations will be evaluated by a blue-rib-
bon committee consisting of attorneys and both
current and former judges. A nomination form
may be downloaded and printed at www.michi-
ganjudgesassociation.org. The nomination pack-
age should include the nomination form, the
nominee’s curriculum vitae/resume, and any sup-
porting letters or information. The deadline for
submitting a nomination is July 30. Nominations
may be faxed to Thomas Oatmen at 231-724-
4587, emailed to him at
oatmenth@co.muskegon.mi.us or mailed to:
Thomas G. Oatmen, Law Library, Sixth Floor,
990 Terrace Street, Muskegon, MI 49442-3357 

Direct questions to MJA Vice President Timo-
thy G. Hicks at hicks@co.muskegon.mi.us or by
phone at (231) 724-6337.

Holiday hours
The Wayne County Clerk’s Office will be

closed Monday, July 5, in observance of Inde-
pendence Day.

The Wayne County Probate Court will be
closed in observance of Independence Day on
Monday, July 5, and will reopen on Tuesday, July
6 at 8 a.m.

The 36th District Court will be closed on
Monday, July 5, in observance of Independence
Day. Only criminal arraignments will be con-
ducted.

The Third Circuit Court Civil, Criminal
and Family Divisions will be closed Monday,
July 5, in observance of Independence Day.

David M.
Thoms See RYAN, Page 5

Photo by John Meiu
The Wayne County Probate Bar Association met May 18 at the Renaissance Center Club in Detroit. Among those in atten-
dance were (l-r) Judge David Szymanski, Elizabeth Luckenbach Brown of Jaffe, Raitt, Heuer and Weiss, judge Milton Mack,
attorney Valerie Manos Geftos, Wayne County Public Administrator James McCann, and Oakland County Public Adminis-
trator Howard Linden.
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Potestivo & Associates PC is
pleased to announce that through
united fundraising efforts f irm-
wide, they have raised $4,568 for
the American Cancer Society’s
signature event, Relay 4 Life, held
June 26-27 at Hart Middle School
in Rochester Hills.

“The annual fundraising we do
for the American Cancer Society’s
Relay 4 Life is something all of
our employees look forward to
and continue to get creative with
year after year,” says Brian Potes-
tivo, founder and president, Potes-
tivo & Associates. “It brings our
employees together for a common
goal and the money we are able to
donate at the end of the relay, is
something everyone can feel
proud of.”

The firms various departments
put together a wide range of
fundraising events such as bake
sales, 50/50 raffles, euchre tour-
naments and themed lunches.
During the relay, several employ-
ees participated and took on a leg
of the relay with family and
friends and fellow coworkers.
Those who didn’t relay showed
support by attending the event and
cheering on the walkers. 

•          •          •
John A. Anderson, attorney

with the law firm of Giarmarco,
Mullins, & Horton PC, has been
appointed by the Board of
Trustees for Genesys Regional
Medical Center, Grand Blanc,
Michigan, to serve as a member
of the Executive Committee of the
medical center’s Board of Trustees
and as an officer of the corpora-
tion in the capacity of Corporate
Secretary. The appointments were
made by the Genesys Board at its
meeting on June 2 and becme
effective July 1.

Anderson specializes in health
care law with Giarmarco, Mullins,
& Horton PC in Troy.

“I’m honored by the appoint-
ment” Anderson said. Anderson
also observed that “Genesys is
widely acclaimed as one of the
nation’s best hospitals and it’s
exciting to be part of a dynamic
organization focused on quality
healthcare delivery to residents of
the Southeastern Michigan
region.” 

•          •          •
Miller Canf ield associate

Karolina Niemirska-Fido (War-
saw, Poland office) and principal
Richard A. Walawender (Detroit,
Mich. off ice) co-authored
“Poland’s Revised Bankruptcy,
Reorganization Law.” The article
appears in the June 2010 issue of
the American Bankruptcy Insti-
tute Journal.

Niemirska-Fido advises Polish
and foreign clients conducting
business in Poland, with an
emphasis in bankruptcy and reor-
ganization proceedings. 

Walawender heads the firm’s
Corporate, International, and
Automotive Groups and co-
founded the firm’s Polish partner-
ship in 1991. He is the lead attor-
ney on numerous multinational
M&A transactions for U.S., Cana-
dian, European, Asian, Mexican
and Polish clients. 

•          •          •
Michael D. Mulcahy, one of

the managing members of
Dawda, Mann, Mulcahy, &
Sadler PLC has been recognized
for the seventh year in a row for
his legal expertise in the area of
real estate in the 2010 edition of
Chambers USA, America’s Lead-
ing Lawyers for Business. 

Mulcahy specializes in a range
of business, f inance and real
estate transactions. He represents
sellers and buyers in the purchase,
sale and financing of major retail
centers, off ices buildings and
multi-use projects and represents
borrowers and banks in connec-
tion with loan workouts. Mulcahy

earned his law degree from the
University of Michigan Law
School.

•          •          •
Robert Zawideh brings two

decades of experience to Kemp
Klein as he joins the full service
law firm located in Troy. Zawideh
helps businesses and families
involved in estate and post-death
disputes, complex business and
commercial litigation, employ-
ment claims, franchise litigation,
real estate claims and contract dis-
putes.

Zawideh’s litigation practice
has taken him before Michigan’s
trial and appellate courts, includ-
ing the Michigan Supreme Court,
as well as before federal courts,
state courts and arbitration panels
across the United States. 

Zawideh earned his law degree
from Wayne State University Law
School in 1990 and his Bachelor
of Arts, Justice, Morality & Con-
stitutional Democracy from
Michigan State University in
1987. 

•          •          •
Elizabeth Luckenbach

Brown, partner with Southfield.-
based Jaffe, Raitt, Heuer, Weiss
PC, has been elected by the Board
of Trustees as treasurer of the
Oakland County Bar Foundation.
Jaffe CEO Richard Zussman
made the announcement. 

Brown, a trustee of the Foun-
dation, will serve a one-year term
as treasurer that commences July
1, 2010. As treasurer, Brown will
oversee all financial activities of
the Foundation. 

Brown is a member of Jaffe’s
Estate Planning/Probate and Liti-
gation practice groups, concen-
trating in probate litigation, spe-
cial needs planning and elder law.
She earned her bachelor’s degree
from Michigan State University
and is a graduate of DePaul Uni-
versity College of Law. 

A published author and fre-
quent lecturer, Brown is a mem-
ber of numerous professional
groups and committees, including
the Oakland County Bar Associa-
tion, the State Bar of Michigan
and the National Academy of
Elder Law Attorneys. She also
serves as a board member of the
Children’s Center of Wayne Coun-
ty. 

•          •          •
Garan Lucow Miller PC is

pleased to announce that Freder-
ick B. Plumb and John W. Whit-
man have been elected to serve
on the firm’s Executive Commit-
tee.

Plumb is managing sharehold-
er of the firm’s Detroit office. His
practice area covers a broad spec-
trum of law, including, Insurance
Coverage Disputes, Bad Faith and
Extra Contractual Damage
Claims, First and Third Party
Auto, Property Claims, Truck
Accidents, Commercial Claims,
and Catastrophic Claims. Plumb
is a member of the State Bar of
Michigan, Detroit Metropolitan

Bar Association, Oakland County
Bar Association, Defense
Research Institute, and the Asso-
ciation of Defense Trial Counsel.
This is Plumb’s fourth term of the
executive committee.

Whitman is a managing share-
holder of the f irm’s Ann Arbor
off ice. His practice areas are
Criminal Defense, Insurance Law,
and Personal Injury Defense and
Litigation. He is a member of the
State Bar of Michigan and the
Washtenaw County Bar Associa-
tion.

•          •          •
Butzel Long attorney and

shareholder Beth S. Gotthelf was
a guest on Bloomfield Communi-
ty Television’s (BCTV) Practical
Law show on Sunday, June 27.
Gotthelf discussed alternative
energy with host Henry Gornbein
on the program “Practical Law.” 

Based in Butzel Long’s Bloom-
field Hills office, Gotthelf heads
up the environmental, energy and
land use practice. She represents
and counsels a diverse mix of
clients in numerous matters
throughout the country. 

Gotthelf is president of the
Great Lakes Guardian for water
protection, general counsel to the
Michigan Association of Metal
Finishers, Chair of the Birming-
ham Brownfield Authority, and
former general counsel to the
Wayne County Brownf ield
Authority. 

She has been very active in the
State Bar of Michigan, Environ-
mental Law Section, including
serving as past chair of the Sec-
tion. She is co-chair of the Ameri-
can Bar Association (ABA) Sec-
tion of Natural Resources, Energy
and Environmental Law, Telecon-
ference Committee, vice chair of
the ABA 2010 Eastern Water
Conference and ABA 2011
National Water Conference, and
vice chair of the ABA Water
Quality and Wetlands Committee.
She is past chair of the Environ-
mental Law Committee of the
Oakland County Bar Association
and is a past member of the State
Bar Representative Assembly on
behalf of Oakland County. 

Gotthelf serves on the Detroit
Regional Chamber of Commerce
Leadership Committee for Trans-
portation, and is past chair of the
Chamber’s Task Force on Water
and Sewer Issues. She is a Fellow
of the Michigan State Bar Foun-
dation and a Fellow of the Litiga-
tion Counsel of America. 

Gotthelf is a graduate of the
University of Detroit Mercy
School of Law (1985) and Oak-
land University (B.S. Public
Administration and Public Policy,
1980). In 2009, Gotthelf received
an Oakland University Distin-
guished Alumni Award.

Additionally, Butzel Long
attorney and shareholder Laurie
Michelson has been elected presi-
dent of the Federal Bar Associa-
tion, Eastern District of Michigan
Chapter. Previously, Michelson
served as president-elect (past

secretary, past treasurer and past
program chair) and Board mem-
ber of the Federal Bar Associa-
tion, Eastern District of Michigan. 

The Federal Bar Association
was founded nationally in 1920 by
a group of federal government
lawyers and has grown and
expanded over the years. The
Association is now recognized as
the professional organization for
private attorneys, government
lawyers and judges involved in
federal practice.

Based in Butzel Long’s Detroit
office, Michelson practices in the
areas of white collar criminal
defense and media law/ intellectu-
al property litigation. 

Michelson was recently named
for the f irst time to Chambers
USA - America’s Leading
Lawyers for Business 2010.
Michelson is the practice group
leader for Butzel Long’s Intellec-
tual Property, Technology and
Media practice. 

Michelson has written numer-
ous guest articles and spoken on
white collar criminal law and
media and intellectual property
issues. 

Michelson also is former chair
of the American Bar Association
Communication Law’s Training
and Development Committee. She
is a member of the Advisory
Board of Trustees of Eton Acade-
my, and the Goodfellows. 

Michelson is listed in “The
Best Lawyers in America” (2009)
in the area of First Amendment
Law.

Michelson is a graduate of The
University of Michigan (A.B.,
1989) and Northwestern Universi-
ty (law degree, 1992). She served
as law clerk to United States
Court of Appeals Judge Cornelia
G. Kennedy, Sixth Circuit, from
1992-1993.

•          •          •
For the sixth consecutive year,

Honigman, Miller, Schwartz,
and Cohn LLP’s Real Estate;
Corporate/Mergers and Acquisi-
tions (M&A); and Litigation:
General Commercial practices
have achieved a number one rat-
ing in the legal research publica-
tion Chambers USA: America’s
Leading Lawyers for Business
(Chambers). In addition, Honig-
man’s Real Estate and Corpo-
rate/(M&A) practices have been
the only number one ranked firm
in Michigan for the past three
years. 

Chambers also rated Honig-
man’s Employee Benef its and
Labor and Employment practices
among the top three in the state
for the f ifth year in a row and
Banking and Finance among the
top three in Michigan for the last
two years. 

In addition to Honigman’s Real
Estate Department’s ranking, its
chair, Lawrence McLaughlin, has
been named by Chambers as a
“star” in this legal practice for
four consecutive years.

The following individuals at
Honigman were named “Leading
Attorneys” by Chambers in 2010
(the practice area appears below
as designated by Chambers):

• Ankers, Norman, Litigation:
General Commercial (Detroit).

• Aviv, Joseph, Litigation:
General Commercial (Bloomfield
Hills).

• Baty, Donald, B a n k -
ing & Finance: Bankruptcy
(Detroit).

• Burstein, Richard, Real
Estate (Bloomfield Hills).

• DeMars, Gregory, Real
Estate (Detroit).

• Fink, Herschel, Litigation:
General Commercial (Detroit).

• Foltyn, David,
Corporate/M&A (Detroit).

• Friedman, Michael,
Employee Benefits & Executive
Compensation (Detroit).

• Henney, Raymond, Litiga-
tion: General Commercial
(Detroit).

• Kunz, Donald,
Corporate/M&A (Detroit).

• Lewis, Denise, Real Estate
(Detroit).

• Luckoff , Howard, Real
Estate (Bloomfield Hills).

• McLaughlin, Lawrence,
Real Estate (Detroit).

• Parsigian, David, Corpo-
rate/M&A (Ann Arbor)

• Sable, E. Todd, Bank-
ing & Finance: Bankruptcy
(Detroit).

• Sargent, William, Labor &
Employment (Detroit).

• Schermerhorn, Gregory,
Employee Benefits & Executive
Compensation (Detroit).

• Schwartz, Alan S., Corpo-
rate/M&A (Detroit).

• Weiss, Robert, Banking &
Finance: Bankruptcy (Detroit).

• Zuckerman, Richard, Liti-
gation: White-Collar Crime &
Government Investigations
(Detroit).

•          •          •
Jennifer Gasiecki, an attorney

with the Detroit based f irm of
Blake, Kirchner, Symonds, Lar-
son, Kennedy, & Smith PC, is
fulfilling a career goal of studying
international law, as she embarked
on a six week internship with the
international law firm of Pinsent
Masons on June 28.

Gasiecki was awarded the
internship after competing in her
second Association for Corporate
Growth Detroit Chapter Cup, a
competition for Masters in Busi-
ness Administration (MBA) Stu-
dents last Spring.

Gasiecki, who completed her
undergraduate studies at the Uni-
versity of Detroit Mercy and then
obtained her law degree at Penn
State University, is currently
attending Walsh College in Troy
where she hopes to earn a dual
MBA and Masters of Science in
Finance. This past spring, the
Detroit attorney representing
Walsh competed in her second
consecutive ACG Detroit Cup,
and though she was disappointed
her team did not win the 2010
competition, she did successfully
earn the internship offered by Pin-
sent Masons besting 14 other Cup
competitors who applied.

“I have to thank my firm for
allowing me a six week sabbati-
cal, because without this consid-
eration I would not have been able
to partake in this amazing oppor-
tunity. I am just hoping to learn as
much as I can, soak in the English
culture and network,” Gasiecki, a
resident of Waterford and native
of Troy said. “Since, I am the lead
attorney on some business at our
firm, my firm was very coopera-
tive in giving me the time off for
this once in a lifetime experience.
With the time difference and
emails, I may have to do some
double duty but it will be worth
it.” 

According to Gasiecki, ACG
Detroit Cup competition is
extremely valuable to MBA stu-
dents and offers real world experi-
ence and she highly recommends
it to anyone studying for their
MBA or interested in private
investment banking. 

While Gasiecki was disap-
pointed that her Walsh College
Team did not win the 2010 ACG
Detroit Cup, she is excited about
interning with Pinsent Masons,
one of the Top 100 International
Law firms in the world and the
15th largest firm in England.

“It will be a wonderful profes-
sional and personal experience,”
she said.

•          •          •
Dykema announces that the

firm and several of its members

have been recognized by Cham-
bers USA, “America’s Leading
Business Lawyers 2010” as lead-
ing business attorneys in the
states of Michigan and Illinois.

Dykema is ranked as a leading
firm in the following areas: Cor-
porate/M&A – Michigan;
Employee Benefits & Executive
Compensation – Michigan; Labor
& Employment – Michigan; Liti-
gation: General Commercial –
Michigan; and Real Estate –
Michigan. 

J. Michael Bernard, who is
the leader of Dykema’s Corporate
Finance Practice Group, ranked as
a leader in the Corporate/M&A-
Michigan area. Bernard’s practice
focuses primarily on business
planning, general corporate and
securities matters, with an empha-
sis on mergers and acquisitions,
financing transactions, corporate
formation matters for emerging
businesses and public company
securities compliance and corpo-
rate governance. 

James P. Feeney ranked as a
leader in the Litigation: General
Commercial-Michigan area.
Feeney is a prominent trial lawyer
who tackles high-stakes litigation
matters for the world’s largest
automakers, equipment manufac-
turers and suppliers. He also
counsels f inancial institutions,
real estate developers, equipment
leasing companies, insurance and
media companies. A resident of
Birmingham, Feeney is a member
of three invitation-only organiza-
tions – A Fellow in the American
College of Trial Lawyers and a
member of The American Board
of Trial Advocates and the Prod-
uct Liability Advisory Council.

Dennis M. Haffey, for years
the director of Dykema’s Litiga-
tion Department, ranked as a
leader in the Litigation: General
Commercial-Michigan area. Haf-
fey’s practice focuses on complex
business litigation for both plain-
tiffs and defendants, at trial and
appellate levels in federal and
state courts and in arbitrations,
with an emphasis on shareholder
disputes, commercial transactions,
securities, distribution and supply
chain claims, business torts, trade
secrets, franchises, and sports and
entertainment disputes. 

Patrick F. Hickey ranked as a
leader in the Litigation: General
Commercial-Michigan and the
Labor & Employment Michigan
areas. He represents clients in
commercial and employment mat-
ters in various state and federal
trial and appellate courts in
Michigan and various other states.
Hickey also has extensive experi-
ence in arbitrations, mediations,
and other forms of alternative dis-
pute resolution. His litigation and
arbitration experience includes
matters involving non-compete
agreements, trade secrets, ERISA,
and discrimination claims. 

Margaret Adams Hunter

ranked as a leader in the Employ-
ee Benefits & Executive Compen-
sation-Michigan area. She spe-
cializes in design, implementation
and administration of pension
plans, welfare plans, fringe bene-
f it plans, stock compensation
plans and executive compensation
arrangements. Hunter performs
compliance audits on employee
benefits plans, counsels clients
regarding voluntary and involun-
tary compliance programs spon-
sored by the Internal Revenue
Service and Department of Labor. 

Aleksandra A. Miziolek
ranked as a leader in the Corpo-
rate/M&A-Michigan area.
Miziolek, the director of Dyke-
ma’s Automotive Industry Group,
has established a practice that pri-
marily focuses on mergers and
acquisitions, infrastructure and
finance matters for clients in the
automotive industry as well as
Public-Private Partnerships
(PPPs) formed to provide essen-
tial services to communities and
jurisdictions. Based in Detroit,
she delivers legal counsel to pub-
licly and privately held companies
on general corporate matters, joint
ventures and other strategic
alliances. In addition, Miziolek
advises public companies and
their boards of directors, includ-
ing special committees, in corpo-
rate governance and f iduciary
duties. 

Cameron H. Piggott ranked as
a leader in the Real Estate-Michi-
gan category. He specializes in
general real estate law, with an
emphasis on commercial and resi-
dential development, leasing, con-
struction, public/private projects,
master planned communities,
complex real estate transactions,
real estate workouts and foreclo-
sures, and eminent domain. Pig-
gott is a member of the American
College of Real Estate Lawyers. 

Joseph A. Ritok ranked as a
leader in the Labor & Employ-
ment Michigan category. His
practice focuses on union-man-
agement relations and the defense
of employment matters before
federal and state agencies and
courts throughout the United
States. He is a Fellow of the Col-
lege of Labor and Employment
Lawyers. 

Ronald L. Rose ranked as a
leader in the Banking & Finance:
Bankruptcy Michigan category.
Rose specializes in bankruptcy,
insolvency, reorganization, and
commercial matters, covering
issues arising under Uniform
Commercial Code and Bankrupt-
cy Code. He has represented par-
ties in complex commercial and
corporate transactions and signifi-
cant bankruptcy litigation. Rose
has represented trustees in bank-
ruptcy proceedings and debtors,
purchasers of assets, secured and
unsecured creditors in bankruptcy
proceedings and out-of-court
restructuring. 
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Legal People (July 5) 

Miller Canfield 

Miller Canfield associate Karolina Niemirska-Fido (Warsaw, Poland office) and 

principal Richard A. Walawender (Detroit, Mich. office) co-authored “Poland’s 

Revised Bankruptcy, Reorganization Law.” The article appears in the June 2010 issue 

of the American Bankruptcy Institute Journal. 

Niemirska-Fido advises Polish and foreign clients conducting business in Poland, with 

an emphasis in bankruptcy and reorganization proceedings.  

Walawender heads the firm’s Corporate, International, and Automotive Groups and 

co-founded the firm’s Polish partnership in 1991. He is the lead attorney on numerous 

multinational M&A transactions for U.S., Canadian, European, Asian, Mexican and 

Polish clients.  

 

Potestivo & Associates P.C. 

Potestivo & Associates P.C. is pleased to announce that through united fundraising 

efforts firm-wide, they have raised $4,568 for the American Cancer Society’s signature 

event, Relay 4 Life, held June 26-27 at Hart Middle School in Rochester Hills. 

“The annual fundraising we do for the American Cancer Society’s Relay 4 Life is 

something all of our employees look forward to and continue to get creative with year 

after year,” says Brian Potestivo, founder and president, Potestivo & Associates. “It 

brings our employees together for a common goal and the money we are able to 

donate at the end of the relay, is something everyone can feel proud of.” 

The firms various departments put together a wide range of fundraising events such as 

bake sales, 50/50 raffles, euchre tournaments and themed lunches. During the relay, 

several employees participated and took on a leg of the relay with family and friends 

and fellow coworkers. Those who didn’t relay showed support by attending the event 

and cheering on the walkers.  

 

Giarmarco, Mullins, & Horton, P.C. 

John A. Anderson, attorney with the law firm of Giarmarco, Mullins, & Horton P.C., 

has been appointed by the Board of Trustees for Genesys Regional Medical Center, 

Grand Blanc, Michigan, to serve as a member of the Executive Committee of the 

medical center’s Board of Trustees and as an officer of the corporation in the capacity 

of Corporate Secretary. The appointments were made by the Genesys Board at its 

meeting on June 2 and becme effective July 1. 
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Anderson specializes in health care law with Giarmarco, Mullins, & Horton PC in Troy. 

“I’m honored by the appointment” Anderson said. Anderson also observed that 

“Genesys is widely acclaimed as one of the nation’s best hospitals and it’s exciting to 

be part of a dynamic organization focused on quality healthcare delivery to residents 

of the Southeastern Michigan region.”  

 

Kemp Klein Law Firm 

Robert Zawideh brings two decades of experience to Kemp Klein as he joins the full 

service law firm located in Troy. Zawideh helps businesses and families involved in 

estate and post-death disputes, complex business and commercial litigation, 

employment claims, franchise litigation, real estate claims and contract disputes. 

Zawideh’s litigation practice has taken him before Michigan’s trial and appellate 

courts, including the Michigan Supreme Court, as well as before federal courts, state 

courts and arbitration panels across the United States.  

Zawideh earned his law degree from Wayne State University Law School in 1990 and 

his Bachelor of Arts, Justice, Morality & Constitutional Democracy from Michigan 

State University in 1987.  

 

Honigman Miller Schwartz and Cohn LLP 

For the sixth consecutive year, Honigman, Miller, Schwartz, and Cohn LLP’s Real 

Estate; Corporate/Mergers and Acquisitions (M&A); and Litigation: General 

Commercial practices have achieved a number one rating in the legal research 

publication Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for Business (Chambers). In 

addition, Honigman’s Real Estate and Corporate/(M&A) practices have been the only 

number one ranked firm in Michigan for the past three years.  

Chambers also rated Honigman’s Employee Benefits and Labor and Employment 

practices among the top three in the state for the fifth year in a row and Banking and 

Finance among the top three in Michigan for the last two years.  

In addition to Honigman’s Real Estate Department’s ranking, its chair, Lawrence 

McLaughlin, has been named by Chambers as a “star” in this legal practice for four 

consecutive years. 

The following individuals at Honigman were named “Leading Attorneys” by Chambers 

in 2010 (the practice area appears below as designated by Chambers): 

• Ankers, Norman, Litigation: General Commercial (Detroit). 

• Aviv, Joseph, Litigation: General Commercial (Bloomfield Hills). 

• Baty, Donald, Banking & Finance: Bankruptcy (Detroit). 

• BurNstein, Richard, Real Estate (Bloomfield Hills). 

• DeMars, Gregory, Real Estate (Detroit). 

• Fink, Herschel, Litigation: General Commercial (Detroit). 

• Foltyn, David,  Corporate/M&A (Detroit). 

• Friedman, Michael, Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation (Detroit). 

• Henney, Raymond, Litigation: General Commercial (Detroit). 

• Kunz, Donald, Corporate/M&A (Detroit). 

• Lewis, Denise, Real Estate (Detroit). 

• Luckoff, Howard, Real Estate (Bloomfield Hills). 

• McLaughlin, Lawrence, Real Estate (Detroit). 

• Parsigian, David, Corporate/M&A (Ann Arbor) 

• Sable, E. Todd, Banking & Finance: Bankruptcy (Detroit). 

• Sargent, William, Labor & Employment (Detroit). 

 

Page 2 of 7

7/9/2010http://www.legalnews.com/detroit/1001551/

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight

mfb
Highlight



• Schermerhorn, Gregory, Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation (Detroit). 

• Schwartz, Alan S., Corporate/M&A (Detroit). 

• Weiss, Robert, Banking & Finance: Bankruptcy (Detroit). 

• Zuckerman, Richard, Litigation: White-Collar Crime & Government Investigations 

(Detroit). 

 

Butzel Long 

Butzel Long attorney and shareholder Beth S. Gotthelf was a guest on Bloomfield 

Community Television’s (BCTV) Practical Law show on Sunday, June 27. Gotthelf 

discussed alternative energy with host Henry Gornbein on the program “Practical 

Law.”  

Based in Butzel Long’s Bloomfield Hills office, Gotthelf heads up the environmental, 

energy and land use practice. She represents and counsels a diverse mix of clients in 

numerous matters throughout the country.  

Gotthelf is president of the Great Lakes Guardian for water protection, general counsel 

to the Michigan Association of Metal Finishers, Chair of the Birmingham Brownfield 

Authority, and former general counsel to the Wayne County Brownfield Authority.  

She has been very active in the State Bar of Michigan, Environmental Law Section, 

including serving as past chair of the Section. She is co-chair of the American Bar 

Association (ABA) Section of Natural Resources, Energy and Environmental Law, 

Teleconference Committee, vice chair of the ABA 2010 Eastern Water Conference and 

ABA 2011 National Water Conference, and vice chair of the ABA Water Quality and 

Wetlands Committee. She is past chair of the Environmental Law Committee of the 

Oakland County Bar Association and is a past member of the State Bar Representative 

Assembly on behalf of Oakland County.  

Gotthelf serves on the Detroit Regional Chamber of Commerce Leadership Committee 

for Transportation, and is past chair of the Chamber’s Task Force on Water and Sewer 

Issues. She is a Fellow of the Michigan State Bar Foundation and a Fellow of the 

Litigation Counsel of America.  

Gotthelf is a graduate of the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law (1985) and 

Oakland University (B.S. Public Administration and Public Policy, 1980). In 2009, 

Gotthelf received an Oakland University Distinguished Alumni Award. 

Additionally, Butzel Long attorney and shareholder Laurie Michelson has been elected 

president of the Federal Bar Association, Eastern District of Michigan Chapter. 

Previously, Michelson served as president-elect (past secretary, past treasurer and 

past program chair) and Board member of the Federal Bar Association, Eastern 

District of Michigan.  

The Federal Bar Association was founded nationally in 1920 by a group of federal 

government lawyers and has grown and expanded over the years. The Association is 

now recognized as the professional organization for private attorneys, government 

lawyers and judges involved in federal practice. 

Based in Butzel Long’s Detroit office, Michelson practices in the areas of white collar 

criminal defense and media law/ intellectual property litigation.  

Michelson was recently named for the first time to Chambers USA — America’s 

Leading Lawyers for Business 2010. Michelson is the practice group leader for Butzel 

Long’s Intellectual Property, Technology and Media practice.  

Michelson has written numerous guest articles and spoken on white collar criminal 
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Miller Canfield
MILLER CANFIELD asso-

ciate KAROLINA NIEMIRS-
KA-FIDO (Warsaw, Poland
office) and principal RICHARD
A. WALAWENDER (Detroit,
Mich. off ice) co-authored
“Poland’s Revised Bankruptcy,
Reorganization Law.” The article
appears in the June 2010 issue of
the American Bankruptcy Insti-
tute Journal.

Niemirska-Fido advises Polish
and foreign clients conducting
business in Poland, with an
emphasis in bankruptcy and reor-
ganization proceedings. 

Walawender heads the firm’s
Corporate, International, and

Automotive Groups and co-founded the firm’s Polish partner-
ship in 1991. He is the lead attorney on numerous multina-
tional M&A transactions for U.S., Canadian, European,
Asian, Mexican and Polish clients. 

—————

Potestivo & Associates P.C.
POTESTIVO & ASSOCIATES P.C. is pleased to

announce that through united fundraising efforts firm-wide,
they have raised $4,568 for the American Cancer Society’s
signature event, Relay 4 Life, held June 26-27 at Hart Middle
School in Rochester Hills.

“The annual fundraising we do for the American Cancer
Society’s Relay 4 Life is something all of our employees look
forward to and continue to get creative with year after year,”
says Brian Potestivo, founder and president, Potestivo &
Associates. “It brings our employees together for a common
goal and the money we are able to donate at the end of the
relay, is something everyone can feel proud of.”

The firms various departments put together a wide range
of fundraising events such as bake sales, 50/50 raffles, euchre
tournaments and themed lunches. During the relay, several
employees participated and took on a leg of the relay with
family and friends and fellow coworkers. Those who didn’t
relay showed support by attending the event and cheering on
the walkers. 

—————

Giarmarco, Mullins,
& Horton, P.C.

JOHN A. ANDERSON, attorney with the law firm of
GIARMARCO, MULLINS, & HORTON P.C., has been
appointed by the Board of Trustees for Genesys Regional
Medical Center, Grand Blanc, Michigan, to serve as a mem-
ber of the Executive Committee of the medical center’s Board
of Trustees and as an officer of the corporation in the capaci-
ty of Corporate Secretary. The appointments were made by
the Genesys Board at its meeting on June 2 and becme effec-
tive July 1.

Anderson specializes in health care law with Giarmarco,
Mullins, & Horton PC in Troy.

“I’m honored by the appointment” Anderson said. Ander-
son also observed that “Genesys is widely acclaimed as one
of the nation’s best hospitals and it’s exciting to be part of a
dynamic organization focused on quality healthcare delivery
to residents of the Southeastern Michigan region.” 

—————

Kemp Klein Law Firm
ROBERT ZAWIDEH brings

two decades of experience to
KEMP KLEIN as he joins the
full service law firm located in
Troy. Zawideh helps businesses
and families involved in estate
and post-death disputes, complex
business and commercial litiga-
tion, employment claims, fran-
chise litigation, real estate claims
and contract disputes.

Zawideh’s litigation practice
has taken him before Michigan’s
trial and appellate courts, includ-
ing the Michigan Supreme Court,
as well as before federal courts,
state courts and arbitration panels
across the United States. 

Zawideh earned his law degree from Wayne State Univer-
sity Law School in 1990 and his Bachelor of Arts, Justice,
Morality & Constitutional Democracy from Michigan State
University in 1987. 

—————

Honigman Miller Schwartz
and Cohn LLP

For the sixth consecutive year, HONIGMAN, MILLER,
SCHWARTZ, AND COHN LLP’S Real Estate; Corpo-
rate/Mergers and Acquisitions (M&A); and Litigation: Gen-
eral Commercial practices have achieved a number one rating
in the legal research publication Chambers USA: America’s
Leading Lawyers for Business (Chambers). In addition,
Honigman’s Real Estate and Corporate/(M&A) practices
have been the only number one ranked firm in Michigan for
the past three years. 

Chambers also rated Honigman’s Employee Benefits and
Labor and Employment practices among the top three in the
state for the fifth year in a row and Banking and Finance
among the top three in Michigan for the last two years. 

In addition to Honigman’s Real Estate Department’s rank-
ing, its chair, Lawrence McLaughlin, has been named by
Chambers as a “star” in this legal practice for four consecu-
tive years.

The following individuals at Honigman were named
“Leading Attorneys” by Chambers in 2010 (the practice area
appears below as designated by Chambers):

• ANKERS, NORMAN, Litigation: General Commercial
(Detroit).

• AVIV, JOSEPH, Litigation: General Commercial
(Bloomfield Hills).

• BATY, DONALD, Banking & Finance: Bankruptcy
(Detroit).

• BURNSTEIN, RICHARD, Real Estate (Bloomfield
Hills).

• DEMARS, GREGORY, Real Estate (Detroit).
• FINK, HERSCHEL, Litigation: General Commercial

(Detroit).

• FOLTYN, DAVID, Corporate/M&A (Detroit).
• FRIEDMAN, MICHAEL, Employee Benefits & Exec-

utive Compensation (Detroit).
• HENNEY, RAYMOND, Litigation: General Commer-

cial (Detroit).
• KUNZ, DONALD, Corporate/M&A (Detroit).
• LEWIS, DENISE, Real Estate (Detroit).
• LUCKOFF, HOWARD, Real Estate (Bloomfield Hills).
• MCLAUGHLIN, LAWRENCE, Real Estate (Detroit).
• PARSIGIAN, DAVID, Corporate/M&A (Ann Arbor)
• SABLE, E. TODD, Banking & Finance: Bankruptcy

(Detroit).
• SARGENT, WILLIAM, Labor & Employment

(Detroit).
• SCHERMERHORN, GREGORY, Employee Benefits

& Executive Compensation (Detroit).
• SCHWARTZ, ALAN S., Corporate/M&A (Detroit).
• WEISS, ROBERT, Banking & Finance: Bankruptcy

(Detroit).
• ZUCKERMAN, RICHARD, Litigation: White-Collar

Crime & Government Investigations (Detroit).

—————

Butzel Long
BUTZEL LONG attorney and

shareholder BETH S. GOT-
THELF was a guest on Bloom-
f ield Community Television’s
(BCTV) Practical Law show on
Sunday, June 27. Gotthelf dis-
cussed alternative energy with
host Henry Gornbein on the pro-
gram “Practical Law.” 

Based in Butzel Long’s
Bloomfield Hills office, Gotthelf
heads up the environmental, ener-
gy and land use practice. She rep-
resents and counsels a diverse
mix of clients in numerous mat-
ters throughout the country. 

Gotthelf is president of the
Great Lakes Guardian for water
protection, general counsel to the
Michigan Association of Metal
Finishers, Chair of the Birming-
ham Brownfield Authority, and
former general counsel to the
Wayne County Brownf ield
Authority. 

She has been very active in the
State Bar of Michigan, Environ-
mental Law Section, including
serving as past chair of the Sec-
tion. She is co-chair of the Ameri-
can Bar Association (ABA) Sec-
tion of Natural Resources, Energy
and Environmental Law, Telecon-
ference Committee, vice chair of
the ABA 2010 Eastern Water
Conference and ABA 2011

National Water Conference, and vice chair of the ABA Water
Quality and Wetlands Committee. She is past chair of the
Environmental Law Committee of the Oakland County Bar
Association and is a past member of the State Bar Represen-
tative Assembly on behalf of Oakland County. 

Gotthelf serves on the Detroit Regional Chamber of Com-
merce Leadership Committee for Transportation, and is past
chair of the Chamber’s Task Force on Water and Sewer Issues.
She is a Fellow of the Michigan State Bar Foundation and a
Fellow of the Litigation Counsel of America. 

Gotthelf is a graduate of the University of Detroit Mercy
School of Law (1985) and Oakland University (B.S. Public
Administration and Public Policy, 1980). In 2009, Gotthelf
received an Oakland University Distinguished Alumni Award.

Additionally, Butzel Long attorney and shareholder LAU-
RIE MICHELSON has been elected president of the Federal
Bar Association, Eastern District of Michigan Chapter. Previ-
ously, Michelson served as president-elect (past secretary,
past treasurer and past program chair) and Board member of
the Federal Bar Association, Eastern District of Michigan. 

The Federal Bar Association was founded nationally in
1920 by a group of federal government lawyers and has
grown and expanded over the years. The Association is now
recognized as the professional organization for private attor-
neys, government lawyers and judges involved in federal
practice.

Based in Butzel Long’s Detroit office, Michelson practices
in the areas of white collar criminal defense and media law/
intellectual property litigation. 

Michelson was recently named for the first time to Cham-
bers USA — America’s Leading Lawyers for Business 2010.
Michelson is the practice group leader for Butzel Long’s
Intellectual Property, Technology and Media practice. 

Michelson has written numerous guest articles and spoken
on white collar criminal law and media and intellectual prop-
erty issues. 

Michelson also is former chair of the American Bar Asso-
ciation Communication Law’s Training and Development
Committee. She is a member of the Advisory Board of
Trustees of Eton Academy, and the Goodfellows. 

Michelson is listed in “The Best Lawyers in America”
(2009) in the area of First Amendment Law.

Michelson is a graduate of The University of Michigan
(A.B., 1989) and Northwestern University (law degree,
1992). She served as law clerk to United States Court of
Appeals Judge Cornelia G. Kennedy, Sixth Circuit, from
1992-1993.

—————

Jaffe Raitt Heuer
& Weiss, P.C.

ELIZABETH LUCKENBACH BROWN, partner with
Southfield.-based JAFFE, RAITT, HEUER, WEISS P.C.,
has been elected by the Board of Trustees as treasurer of the
Oakland County Bar Foundation. Jaffe CEO Richard Zuss-
man made the announcement. 

Brown, a trustee of the Foundation, will serve a one-year
term as treasurer that commences July 1, 2010. As treasurer,
Brown will oversee all financial activities of the Foundation. 

Brown is a member of Jaffe’s Estate Planning/Probate and
Litigation practice groups, concentrating in probate litigation,
special needs planning and elder law. She earned her bache-
lor’s degree from Michigan State University and is a graduate
of DePaul University College of Law. 

A published author and frequent lecturer, Brown is a mem-
ber of numerous professional groups and committees, includ-
ing the Oakland County Bar Association, the State Bar of

Michigan and the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys.
She also serves as a board member of the Children’s Center
of Wayne County. 

—————

Garan Lucow Miller P.C.
GARAN LUCOW MILLER

P.C. is pleased to announce that
FREDERICK B. PLUMB and
JOHN W. WHITMAN have been
elected to serve on the f irm’s
Executive Committee.

Plumb is managing sharehold-
er of the firm’s Detroit office. His
practice area covers a broad spec-
trum of law, including, Insurance
Coverage Disputes, Bad Faith and
Extra Contractual Damage
Claims, First and Third Party
Auto, Property Claims, Truck
Accidents, Commercial Claims,
and Catastrophic Claims. Plumb
is a member of the State Bar of
Michigan, Detroit Metropolitan

Bar Association, Oakland County Bar Association, Defense
Research Institute, and the Association of Defense Trial
Counsel. This is Plumb’s fourth term of the executive com-
mittee.

Whitman is a managing shareholder of the firm’s Ann
Arbor office. His practice areas are Criminal Defense, Insur-
ance Law, and Personal Injury Defense and Litigation. He is a
member of the State Bar of Michigan and the Washtenaw
County Bar Association.

—————

Dawda, Mann, Mulcahy,
& Sadler PLC

MICHAEL D. MULCAHY, one of the managing mem-
bers of DAWDA, MANN, MULCAHY, & SADLER PLC
has been recognized for the seventh year in a row for his legal
expertise in the area of real estate in the 2010 edition of
Chambers USA, America’s Leading Lawyers for Business. 

Mulcahy specializes in a range of business, finance and
real estate transactions. He represents sellers and buyers in
the purchase, sale and f inancing of major retail centers,
offices buildings and multi-use projects and represents bor-
rowers and banks in connection with loan workouts. Mulcahy
earned his law degree from the University of Michigan Law
School.

—————

Dykema
DYKEMA announces that the f irm and several of its

members have been recognized by Chambers USA, “Ameri-
ca’s Leading Business Lawyers 2010” as leading business
attorneys in the states of Michigan and Illinois.

Dykema is ranked as a leading firm in the following areas:
Corporate/M&A – Michigan; Employee Benefits & Execu-
tive Compensation – Michigan; Labor & Employment –
Michigan; Litigation: General Commercial – Michigan; and
Real Estate – Michigan. 

J. MICHAEL BERNARD, who is the leader of Dykema’s
Corporate Finance Practice Group, ranked as a leader in the
Corporate/M&A-Michigan area. Bernard’s practice focuses
primarily on business planning, general corporate and securi-
ties matters, with an emphasis on mergers and acquisitions,
f inancing transactions, corporate formation matters for
emerging businesses and public company securities compli-
ance and corporate governance. 

JAMES P. FEENEY ranked as a leader in the Litigation:
General Commercial-Michigan area. Feeney is a prominent
trial lawyer who tackles high-stakes litigation matters for the
world’s largest automakers, equipment manufacturers and
suppliers. He also counsels financial institutions, real estate
developers, equipment leasing companies, insurance and
media companies. A resident of Birmingham, Feeney is a
member of three invitation-only organizations – A Fellow in
the American College of Trial Lawyers and a member of The
American Board of Trial Advocates and the Product Liability
Advisory Council.

DENNIS M. HAFFEY, for years the director of Dykema’s
Litigation Department, ranked as a leader in the Litigation:
General Commercial-Michigan area. Haffey’s practice focus-
es on complex business litigation for both plaintiffs and
defendants, at trial and appellate levels in federal and state
courts and in arbitrations, with an emphasis on shareholder
disputes, commercial transactions, securities, distribution and
supply chain claims, business torts, trade secrets, franchises,
and sports and entertainment disputes. 

PATRICK F. HICKEY ranked as a leader in the Litiga-
tion: General Commercial-Michigan and the Labor &
Employment Michigan areas. He represents clients in com-
mercial and employment matters in various state and federal
trial and appellate courts in Michigan and various other
states. Hickey also has extensive experience in arbitrations,

mediations, and other forms of alternative dispute resolution.
His litigation and arbitration experience includes matters
involving non-compete agreements, trade secrets, ERISA,
and discrimination claims. 

MARGARET ADAMS HUNTER ranked as a leader in
the Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation-Michigan
area. She specializes in design, implementation and adminis-
tration of pension plans, welfare plans, fringe benefit plans,
stock compensation plans and executive compensation
arrangements. Hunter performs compliance audits on
employee benefits plans, counsels clients regarding voluntary
and involuntary compliance programs sponsored by the Inter-
nal Revenue Service and Department of Labor. 

ALEKSANDRA A. MIZIOLEK ranked as a leader in the
Corporate/M&A-Michigan area. Miziolek, the director of
Dykema’s Automotive Industry Group, has established a
practice that primarily focuses on mergers and acquisitions,
infrastructure and finance matters for clients in the automo-
tive industry as well as Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs)
formed to provide essential services to communities and
jurisdictions. Based in Detroit, she delivers legal counsel to
publicly and privately held companies on general corporate
matters, joint ventures and other strategic alliances. In addi-
tion, Miziolek advises public companies and their boards of
directors, including special committees, in corporate gover-
nance and fiduciary duties. 

CAMERON H. PIGGOTT ranked as a leader in the Real
Estate-Michigan category. He specializes in general real
estate law, with an emphasis on commercial and residential
development, leasing, construction, public/private projects,
master planned communities, complex real estate transac-
tions, real estate workouts and foreclosures, and eminent
domain. Piggott is a member of the American College of Real
Estate Lawyers. 

JOSEPH A. RITOK ranked as a leader in the Labor &
Employment Michigan category. His practice focuses on
union-management relations and the defense of employment
matters before federal and state agencies and courts through-
out the United States. He is a Fellow of the College of Labor
and Employment Lawyers. 

RONALD L. ROSE ranked as a leader in the Banking &
Finance: Bankruptcy Michigan category. Rose specializes in
bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganization, and commercial mat-
ters, covering issues arising under Uniform Commercial
Code and Bankruptcy Code. He has represented parties in
complex commercial and corporate transactions and signifi-
cant bankruptcy litigation. Rose has represented trustees in
bankruptcy proceedings and debtors, purchasers of assets,
secured and unsecured creditors in bankruptcy proceedings
and out-of-court restructuring.

—————

Blake, Kirchner, Symonds,
Larson, Kennedy, & Smith P.C.

JENNIFER GASIECKI, an attorney with the Detroit
based firm of BLAKE, KIRCHNER, SYMONDS, LAR-
SON, KENNEDY, & SMITH PC, is fulfilling a career goal
of studying international law, as she embarked on a six week
internship with the international law firm of Pinsent Masons
on June 28.

Gasiecki was awarded the internship after competing in
her second Association for Corporate Growth Detroit Chapter
Cup, a competition for Masters in Business Administration
(MBA) Students last Spring.

Gasiecki, who completed her undergraduate studies at the
University of Detroit Mercy and then obtained her law degree
at Penn State University, is currently attending Walsh College
in Troy where she hopes to earn a dual MBA and Masters of
Science in Finance. This past spring, the Detroit attorney rep-
resenting Walsh competed in her second consecutive ACG
Detroit Cup, and though she was disappointed her team did
not win the 2010 competition, she did successfully earn the
internship offered by Pinsent Masons besting 14 other Cup
competitors who applied.

“I have to thank my firm for allowing me a six week sab-
batical, because without this consideration I would not have
been able to partake in this amazing opportunity. I am just
hoping to learn as much as I can, soak in the English culture
and network,” Gasiecki, a resident of Waterford and native of
Troy said. “Since, I am the lead attorney on some business at
our firm, my firm was very cooperative in giving me the time
off for this once in a lifetime experience. With the time dif-
ference and emails, I may have to do some double duty but it
will be worth it.” 

According to Gasiecki, ACG Detroit Cup competition is
extremely valuable to MBA students and offers real world
experience and she highly recommends it to anyone studying
for their MBA or interested in private investment banking. 

While Gasiecki was disappointed that her Walsh College
Team did not win the 2010 ACG Detroit Cup, she is excited
about interning with Pinsent Masons, one of the Top 100
International Law firms in the world and the 15th largest firm
in England.

“It will be a wonderful professional and personal experi-
ence,” she said.
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DLN Front Jul5-1  7/2/10  1:42 PM  Page 10

mfb
Highlight



Potestivo & Associates PC is
pleased to announce that through
united fundraising efforts f irm-
wide, they have raised $4,568 for
the American Cancer Society’s
signature event, Relay 4 Life, held
June 26-27 at Hart Middle School
in Rochester Hills.

“The annual fundraising we do
for the American Cancer Society’s
Relay 4 Life is something all of
our employees look forward to
and continue to get creative with
year after year,” says Brian Potes-
tivo, founder and president, Potes-
tivo & Associates. “It brings our
employees together for a common
goal and the money we are able to
donate at the end of the relay, is
something everyone can feel
proud of.”

The firms various departments
put together a wide range of
fundraising events such as bake
sales, 50/50 raffles, euchre tour-
naments and themed lunches.
During the relay, several employ-
ees participated and took on a leg
of the relay with family and
friends and fellow coworkers.
Those who didn’t relay showed
support by attending the event and
cheering on the walkers. 

•          •          •
John A. Anderson, attorney

with the law firm of Giarmarco,
Mullins, & Horton PC, has been
appointed by the Board of
Trustees for Genesys Regional
Medical Center, Grand Blanc,
Michigan, to serve as a member
of the Executive Committee of the
medical center’s Board of Trustees
and as an officer of the corpora-
tion in the capacity of Corporate
Secretary. The appointments were
made by the Genesys Board at its
meeting on June 2 and becme
effective July 1.

Anderson specializes in health
care law with Giarmarco, Mullins,
& Horton PC in Troy.

“I’m honored by the appoint-
ment” Anderson said. Anderson
also observed that “Genesys is
widely acclaimed as one of the
nation’s best hospitals and it’s
exciting to be part of a dynamic
organization focused on quality
healthcare delivery to residents of
the Southeastern Michigan
region.” 

•          •          •
Miller Canf ield associate

Karolina Niemirska-Fido (War-
saw, Poland office) and principal
Richard A. Walawender (Detroit,
Mich. off ice) co-authored
“Poland’s Revised Bankruptcy,
Reorganization Law.” The article
appears in the June 2010 issue of
the American Bankruptcy Insti-
tute Journal.

Niemirska-Fido advises Polish
and foreign clients conducting
business in Poland, with an
emphasis in bankruptcy and reor-
ganization proceedings. 

Walawender heads the firm’s
Corporate, International, and
Automotive Groups and co-
founded the firm’s Polish partner-
ship in 1991. He is the lead attor-
ney on numerous multinational
M&A transactions for U.S., Cana-
dian, European, Asian, Mexican
and Polish clients. 

•          •          •
Michael D. Mulcahy, one of

the managing members of
Dawda, Mann, Mulcahy, &
Sadler PLC has been recognized
for the seventh year in a row for
his legal expertise in the area of
real estate in the 2010 edition of
Chambers USA, America’s Lead-
ing Lawyers for Business. 

Mulcahy specializes in a range
of business, f inance and real
estate transactions. He represents
sellers and buyers in the purchase,
sale and financing of major retail
centers, off ices buildings and
multi-use projects and represents
borrowers and banks in connec-
tion with loan workouts. Mulcahy

earned his law degree from the
University of Michigan Law
School.

•          •          •
Robert Zawideh brings two

decades of experience to Kemp
Klein as he joins the full service
law firm located in Troy. Zawideh
helps businesses and families
involved in estate and post-death
disputes, complex business and
commercial litigation, employ-
ment claims, franchise litigation,
real estate claims and contract dis-
putes.

Zawideh’s litigation practice
has taken him before Michigan’s
trial and appellate courts, includ-
ing the Michigan Supreme Court,
as well as before federal courts,
state courts and arbitration panels
across the United States. 

Zawideh earned his law degree
from Wayne State University Law
School in 1990 and his Bachelor
of Arts, Justice, Morality & Con-
stitutional Democracy from
Michigan State University in
1987. 

•          •          •
Elizabeth Luckenbach

Brown, partner with Southfield.-
based Jaffe, Raitt, Heuer, Weiss
PC, has been elected by the Board
of Trustees as treasurer of the
Oakland County Bar Foundation.
Jaffe CEO Richard Zussman
made the announcement. 

Brown, a trustee of the Foun-
dation, will serve a one-year term
as treasurer that commences July
1, 2010. As treasurer, Brown will
oversee all financial activities of
the Foundation. 

Brown is a member of Jaffe’s
Estate Planning/Probate and Liti-
gation practice groups, concen-
trating in probate litigation, spe-
cial needs planning and elder law.
She earned her bachelor’s degree
from Michigan State University
and is a graduate of DePaul Uni-
versity College of Law. 

A published author and fre-
quent lecturer, Brown is a mem-
ber of numerous professional
groups and committees, including
the Oakland County Bar Associa-
tion, the State Bar of Michigan
and the National Academy of
Elder Law Attorneys. She also
serves as a board member of the
Children’s Center of Wayne Coun-
ty. 

•          •          •
Garan Lucow Miller PC is

pleased to announce that Freder-
ick B. Plumb and John W. Whit-
man have been elected to serve
on the firm’s Executive Commit-
tee.

Plumb is managing sharehold-
er of the firm’s Detroit office. His
practice area covers a broad spec-
trum of law, including, Insurance
Coverage Disputes, Bad Faith and
Extra Contractual Damage
Claims, First and Third Party
Auto, Property Claims, Truck
Accidents, Commercial Claims,
and Catastrophic Claims. Plumb
is a member of the State Bar of
Michigan, Detroit Metropolitan

Bar Association, Oakland County
Bar Association, Defense
Research Institute, and the Asso-
ciation of Defense Trial Counsel.
This is Plumb’s fourth term of the
executive committee.

Whitman is a managing share-
holder of the f irm’s Ann Arbor
off ice. His practice areas are
Criminal Defense, Insurance Law,
and Personal Injury Defense and
Litigation. He is a member of the
State Bar of Michigan and the
Washtenaw County Bar Associa-
tion.

•          •          •
Butzel Long attorney and

shareholder Beth S. Gotthelf was
a guest on Bloomfield Communi-
ty Television’s (BCTV) Practical
Law show on Sunday, June 27.
Gotthelf discussed alternative
energy with host Henry Gornbein
on the program “Practical Law.” 

Based in Butzel Long’s Bloom-
field Hills office, Gotthelf heads
up the environmental, energy and
land use practice. She represents
and counsels a diverse mix of
clients in numerous matters
throughout the country. 

Gotthelf is president of the
Great Lakes Guardian for water
protection, general counsel to the
Michigan Association of Metal
Finishers, Chair of the Birming-
ham Brownfield Authority, and
former general counsel to the
Wayne County Brownf ield
Authority. 

She has been very active in the
State Bar of Michigan, Environ-
mental Law Section, including
serving as past chair of the Sec-
tion. She is co-chair of the Ameri-
can Bar Association (ABA) Sec-
tion of Natural Resources, Energy
and Environmental Law, Telecon-
ference Committee, vice chair of
the ABA 2010 Eastern Water
Conference and ABA 2011
National Water Conference, and
vice chair of the ABA Water
Quality and Wetlands Committee.
She is past chair of the Environ-
mental Law Committee of the
Oakland County Bar Association
and is a past member of the State
Bar Representative Assembly on
behalf of Oakland County. 

Gotthelf serves on the Detroit
Regional Chamber of Commerce
Leadership Committee for Trans-
portation, and is past chair of the
Chamber’s Task Force on Water
and Sewer Issues. She is a Fellow
of the Michigan State Bar Foun-
dation and a Fellow of the Litiga-
tion Counsel of America. 

Gotthelf is a graduate of the
University of Detroit Mercy
School of Law (1985) and Oak-
land University (B.S. Public
Administration and Public Policy,
1980). In 2009, Gotthelf received
an Oakland University Distin-
guished Alumni Award.

Additionally, Butzel Long
attorney and shareholder Laurie
Michelson has been elected presi-
dent of the Federal Bar Associa-
tion, Eastern District of Michigan
Chapter. Previously, Michelson
served as president-elect (past

secretary, past treasurer and past
program chair) and Board mem-
ber of the Federal Bar Associa-
tion, Eastern District of Michigan. 

The Federal Bar Association
was founded nationally in 1920 by
a group of federal government
lawyers and has grown and
expanded over the years. The
Association is now recognized as
the professional organization for
private attorneys, government
lawyers and judges involved in
federal practice.

Based in Butzel Long’s Detroit
office, Michelson practices in the
areas of white collar criminal
defense and media law/ intellectu-
al property litigation. 

Michelson was recently named
for the f irst time to Chambers
USA - America’s Leading
Lawyers for Business 2010.
Michelson is the practice group
leader for Butzel Long’s Intellec-
tual Property, Technology and
Media practice. 

Michelson has written numer-
ous guest articles and spoken on
white collar criminal law and
media and intellectual property
issues. 

Michelson also is former chair
of the American Bar Association
Communication Law’s Training
and Development Committee. She
is a member of the Advisory
Board of Trustees of Eton Acade-
my, and the Goodfellows. 

Michelson is listed in “The
Best Lawyers in America” (2009)
in the area of First Amendment
Law.

Michelson is a graduate of The
University of Michigan (A.B.,
1989) and Northwestern Universi-
ty (law degree, 1992). She served
as law clerk to United States
Court of Appeals Judge Cornelia
G. Kennedy, Sixth Circuit, from
1992-1993.

•          •          •
For the sixth consecutive year,

Honigman, Miller, Schwartz,
and Cohn LLP’s Real Estate;
Corporate/Mergers and Acquisi-
tions (M&A); and Litigation:
General Commercial practices
have achieved a number one rat-
ing in the legal research publica-
tion Chambers USA: America’s
Leading Lawyers for Business
(Chambers). In addition, Honig-
man’s Real Estate and Corpo-
rate/(M&A) practices have been
the only number one ranked firm
in Michigan for the past three
years. 

Chambers also rated Honig-
man’s Employee Benef its and
Labor and Employment practices
among the top three in the state
for the f ifth year in a row and
Banking and Finance among the
top three in Michigan for the last
two years. 

In addition to Honigman’s Real
Estate Department’s ranking, its
chair, Lawrence McLaughlin, has
been named by Chambers as a
“star” in this legal practice for
four consecutive years.

The following individuals at
Honigman were named “Leading
Attorneys” by Chambers in 2010
(the practice area appears below
as designated by Chambers):

• Ankers, Norman, Litigation:
General Commercial (Detroit).

• Aviv, Joseph, Litigation:
General Commercial (Bloomfield
Hills).

• Baty, Donald, B a n k -
ing & Finance: Bankruptcy
(Detroit).

• Burstein, Richard, Real
Estate (Bloomfield Hills).

• DeMars, Gregory, Real
Estate (Detroit).

• Fink, Herschel, Litigation:
General Commercial (Detroit).

• Foltyn, David,
Corporate/M&A (Detroit).

• Friedman, Michael,
Employee Benefits & Executive
Compensation (Detroit).

• Henney, Raymond, Litiga-
tion: General Commercial
(Detroit).

• Kunz, Donald,
Corporate/M&A (Detroit).

• Lewis, Denise, Real Estate
(Detroit).

• Luckoff , Howard, Real
Estate (Bloomfield Hills).

• McLaughlin, Lawrence,
Real Estate (Detroit).

• Parsigian, David, Corpo-
rate/M&A (Ann Arbor)

• Sable, E. Todd, Bank-
ing & Finance: Bankruptcy
(Detroit).

• Sargent, William, Labor &
Employment (Detroit).

• Schermerhorn, Gregory,
Employee Benefits & Executive
Compensation (Detroit).

• Schwartz, Alan S., Corpo-
rate/M&A (Detroit).

• Weiss, Robert, Banking &
Finance: Bankruptcy (Detroit).

• Zuckerman, Richard, Liti-
gation: White-Collar Crime &
Government Investigations
(Detroit).

•          •          •
Jennifer Gasiecki, an attorney

with the Detroit based f irm of
Blake, Kirchner, Symonds, Lar-
son, Kennedy, & Smith PC, is
fulfilling a career goal of studying
international law, as she embarked
on a six week internship with the
international law firm of Pinsent
Masons on June 28.

Gasiecki was awarded the
internship after competing in her
second Association for Corporate
Growth Detroit Chapter Cup, a
competition for Masters in Busi-
ness Administration (MBA) Stu-
dents last Spring.

Gasiecki, who completed her
undergraduate studies at the Uni-
versity of Detroit Mercy and then
obtained her law degree at Penn
State University, is currently
attending Walsh College in Troy
where she hopes to earn a dual
MBA and Masters of Science in
Finance. This past spring, the
Detroit attorney representing
Walsh competed in her second
consecutive ACG Detroit Cup,
and though she was disappointed
her team did not win the 2010
competition, she did successfully
earn the internship offered by Pin-
sent Masons besting 14 other Cup
competitors who applied.

“I have to thank my firm for
allowing me a six week sabbati-
cal, because without this consid-
eration I would not have been able
to partake in this amazing oppor-
tunity. I am just hoping to learn as
much as I can, soak in the English
culture and network,” Gasiecki, a
resident of Waterford and native
of Troy said. “Since, I am the lead
attorney on some business at our
firm, my firm was very coopera-
tive in giving me the time off for
this once in a lifetime experience.
With the time difference and
emails, I may have to do some
double duty but it will be worth
it.” 

According to Gasiecki, ACG
Detroit Cup competition is
extremely valuable to MBA stu-
dents and offers real world experi-
ence and she highly recommends
it to anyone studying for their
MBA or interested in private
investment banking. 

While Gasiecki was disap-
pointed that her Walsh College
Team did not win the 2010 ACG
Detroit Cup, she is excited about
interning with Pinsent Masons,
one of the Top 100 International
Law firms in the world and the
15th largest firm in England.

“It will be a wonderful profes-
sional and personal experience,”
she said.

•          •          •
Dykema announces that the

firm and several of its members

have been recognized by Cham-
bers USA, “America’s Leading
Business Lawyers 2010” as lead-
ing business attorneys in the
states of Michigan and Illinois.

Dykema is ranked as a leading
firm in the following areas: Cor-
porate/M&A – Michigan;
Employee Benefits & Executive
Compensation – Michigan; Labor
& Employment – Michigan; Liti-
gation: General Commercial –
Michigan; and Real Estate –
Michigan. 

J. Michael Bernard, who is
the leader of Dykema’s Corporate
Finance Practice Group, ranked as
a leader in the Corporate/M&A-
Michigan area. Bernard’s practice
focuses primarily on business
planning, general corporate and
securities matters, with an empha-
sis on mergers and acquisitions,
financing transactions, corporate
formation matters for emerging
businesses and public company
securities compliance and corpo-
rate governance. 

James P. Feeney ranked as a
leader in the Litigation: General
Commercial-Michigan area.
Feeney is a prominent trial lawyer
who tackles high-stakes litigation
matters for the world’s largest
automakers, equipment manufac-
turers and suppliers. He also
counsels f inancial institutions,
real estate developers, equipment
leasing companies, insurance and
media companies. A resident of
Birmingham, Feeney is a member
of three invitation-only organiza-
tions – A Fellow in the American
College of Trial Lawyers and a
member of The American Board
of Trial Advocates and the Prod-
uct Liability Advisory Council.

Dennis M. Haffey, for years
the director of Dykema’s Litiga-
tion Department, ranked as a
leader in the Litigation: General
Commercial-Michigan area. Haf-
fey’s practice focuses on complex
business litigation for both plain-
tiffs and defendants, at trial and
appellate levels in federal and
state courts and in arbitrations,
with an emphasis on shareholder
disputes, commercial transactions,
securities, distribution and supply
chain claims, business torts, trade
secrets, franchises, and sports and
entertainment disputes. 

Patrick F. Hickey ranked as a
leader in the Litigation: General
Commercial-Michigan and the
Labor & Employment Michigan
areas. He represents clients in
commercial and employment mat-
ters in various state and federal
trial and appellate courts in
Michigan and various other states.
Hickey also has extensive experi-
ence in arbitrations, mediations,
and other forms of alternative dis-
pute resolution. His litigation and
arbitration experience includes
matters involving non-compete
agreements, trade secrets, ERISA,
and discrimination claims. 

Margaret Adams Hunter

ranked as a leader in the Employ-
ee Benefits & Executive Compen-
sation-Michigan area. She spe-
cializes in design, implementation
and administration of pension
plans, welfare plans, fringe bene-
f it plans, stock compensation
plans and executive compensation
arrangements. Hunter performs
compliance audits on employee
benefits plans, counsels clients
regarding voluntary and involun-
tary compliance programs spon-
sored by the Internal Revenue
Service and Department of Labor. 

Aleksandra A. Miziolek
ranked as a leader in the Corpo-
rate/M&A-Michigan area.
Miziolek, the director of Dyke-
ma’s Automotive Industry Group,
has established a practice that pri-
marily focuses on mergers and
acquisitions, infrastructure and
finance matters for clients in the
automotive industry as well as
Public-Private Partnerships
(PPPs) formed to provide essen-
tial services to communities and
jurisdictions. Based in Detroit,
she delivers legal counsel to pub-
licly and privately held companies
on general corporate matters, joint
ventures and other strategic
alliances. In addition, Miziolek
advises public companies and
their boards of directors, includ-
ing special committees, in corpo-
rate governance and f iduciary
duties. 

Cameron H. Piggott ranked as
a leader in the Real Estate-Michi-
gan category. He specializes in
general real estate law, with an
emphasis on commercial and resi-
dential development, leasing, con-
struction, public/private projects,
master planned communities,
complex real estate transactions,
real estate workouts and foreclo-
sures, and eminent domain. Pig-
gott is a member of the American
College of Real Estate Lawyers. 

Joseph A. Ritok ranked as a
leader in the Labor & Employ-
ment Michigan category. His
practice focuses on union-man-
agement relations and the defense
of employment matters before
federal and state agencies and
courts throughout the United
States. He is a Fellow of the Col-
lege of Labor and Employment
Lawyers. 

Ronald L. Rose ranked as a
leader in the Banking & Finance:
Bankruptcy Michigan category.
Rose specializes in bankruptcy,
insolvency, reorganization, and
commercial matters, covering
issues arising under Uniform
Commercial Code and Bankrupt-
cy Code. He has represented par-
ties in complex commercial and
corporate transactions and signifi-
cant bankruptcy litigation. Rose
has represented trustees in bank-
ruptcy proceedings and debtors,
purchasers of assets, secured and
unsecured creditors in bankruptcy
proceedings and out-of-court
restructuring. 
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